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Welcome BACK to 'From THIS to THAT'
- a blog written by the people and for the
people (that's you!) to showcase some of
your coolest design changes in and to
your homes! We have seen interior
changes AND so far just one exterior
change so we wanted to add to your
"Exterior Possibilities" folder. C'mon...we
all know you have one!!  I had the
pleasure and total honor of helping
Taylor and Tori sell their first home and
purchase their second home, in
preparation for a desire for their family
to grow. We found a gem in the perfect
location for them, and with Taylor having
the background of working with a class A
contractor (he actually worked in my
own personal kitchen!), we felt confident
he could turn the vision of updates into a
realty. This backdeck is just one of the
many I was able to see when I stopped in
to say hi!  From drab to fab, they
essentially gutted the old and created the
new, with a covered sitting area, So, sit
back and enjoy this month's rendition of
FROM THIS to THAT, written (mostly) by
Taylor himself! Never hesitate to reach
out to us if you want us to help you get
started on one of your OWN personal
home projects!! 



 September Blog - Dreamy Deck

Our deck was something of a HAVE to - it was not what I would call "structurally sound, " but
while we wanted to make sure our toddler didn't fall through the boards, Tori and I figured we
might as well do it the way we want! The old deck was in disrepair, and with a toddler and another
baby on the way, we didn't trust it. The framing underneath was poorly constructed, so there was
no sense in trying to salvage anything. I did all the demo myself, and hauled the junk to the dump.
It took me 4 trips, but it only cost me $60. A dumpster would have been $200(ish), so that felt 
worth it. After the demo was completed, I
borrowed my neighbor's excavator (Thank
Heaven for that, the ground was like concrete).
I dug 14 footers. *If the roof area were to have
been closed in, the county would have made us
dig and pour continuous footers. We were
leaving ours open, so we were able to just do
single footings. (Note for the reader -
continuous footers means Trench, which
means a BOAT LOAD more concrete). Any way,
when the holes were done, Troy and I spent a 
day mixing 40 some bags of concrete and pouring the footings. From there, he took over the
project. It took 4 weeks once he was under way. However, the project was quoted in June 2021, so
all-in, this project was a year in the making. The next page is a breakdown of the approximate
material costs to consider & then the following page I wanted to share with you some lessons
learned so if you choose to tackle a similar project, you can learn from my mistakes!



Material Costs

 to Consider
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Demolition
$1500-$2000

Permits
and

Drawings
$120-$250

Roofing
$2000-$3000

Lattice
$200-$500

Footers
$2000-$2500

Floor Joists
$850-$1350

Posts and
Beams

$1100-$1600

Railings
$1200-$1700

Stairs
$550-$1050Decking

$1500-$2000

Labor Costs are not
included because of the
huge fluctuations that

we have seen over the
last couple of years. 
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lessonslessons
learnedlearned

Time - if you need it tomorrow, find a therapist, cause it ain't happenin'. 

Concrete Delivery - Make sure you have an area for the truck to wash out if you're the

last stop, there's going to be a bunch of gravel left in that thing. 

Pets - Don't get a dog the month before you turn your backyard into a mud pit. 

Plan for the Unexpected - When disturbing old parts of a home, you need to leave

some extra money in the budget for the fun MYSTERY FINDS. It's very common to come

across rot - while your contractor is working on it, you may as well have it fixed. 

Nugget for Parents - We put our pickets on the inside of our railing so our children

could lean against them without pushing them out, aesthetically pleasing and kept

Mommy happy. 

Know when to step aside - if you want to take on some of the work to keep the price

down, great, but talk with you contractor first.  They're the pros...listen to them. You

can end up making their job a whole lot harder if you think you're Superman. 

We are excited to have our sweet outdoor hang out. With the addition of Baby 2, we

wanted to make sure we could be comfortable at home all year round. 
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visit www.jennybrockrealty.com 
for a complete list of home transformations!!

Bonus!!!! 
Once the county

had signed off
on the deck, I
built myself a

Dad-io (Dad
patio) for fires

and outdoor
movies this fall. 


